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May 12, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary. submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 2587 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2587) for the relief of Mrs. Jeannette Thorn Pease, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to enable Mrs. Jeannette Thorn Pease 
to regain her United States citizenship which was lost by voting in 
a political election in Great Britain. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in New Jersey on August 30, 
1889. She lost her citizenship in 1917 by marriage to a British 
subject, but regained it in 1946 in the United States district court in 
New York. In 1947 she was issued an American passport and in 1950 
when she applied for registration as an American citizen it was dis- 
closed that she had voted in the British election of February 235, 
1950, thereby losing her citizenship under section 401 (e) of the 
Nationality Act of 1940. 

A letter dated Mareh 8, 1951, to the chairman of the Committe 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Assistant 
Secretary of State with reference to the bill reads as follows 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 8, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives. 

My Dear Mr. Cevuer: I have received your letter of February 26, 1951, 
enclosing copies of H. R. 2587, a bill for the relief of Mrs. Jeannette Thorn Pease, 
and requesting a report of the circumstances of the case as shown in the Passport 
Division file and an expression of opinion as to the merits of the bill. 

Mrs. Pease was born at Morristown, N. J., on August 30, 1889, of native Amer- 
ican parents. She was married on January 17, 1917, to Richard Arthur Pease, 
a British subject, and thereby lost her American citizenship under section 3 of 
the act of March 2, 1907, and acquired British nationality under British law. She 
has resided in England since 1917 except for visits to the United States. During 
a visit of 1 month to the United States in 1946 she was naturalized as an American 
citizen on November 14, 1946, by the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York under section 317 (a) of the Nationality Act of 
1940, which permitted her to be naturalized expeditiously even though she had 
no intention to reside permanently in this country. On April 15, 1947, an Ameri- 
can passport was issued to her at the American Embassy at London, England. 
When she applied at that office on May 18, 1950, for registration as an American 
citizen, she disclosed that she had voted in the British general election of February 
23, 1960, and stated that she was completely unaware that she would lose her 
American citizenship by so doing and further that she had been told that she had 
dual nationality. Mrs. Pease apparently has no definite intention of returning to 
the United States to reside. 

The case of Mrs. Pease appears to be no more meritorious than are the cases 
of many other persons who have expatriated themselves under various provisions 
of the Nationality Act of 1940, and no persuasive reason is seen for providing by 
means of a private bill for the restoration of American citizenship to her while 
she maintains her residence in the foreign country of which she is a national 
Other persons who have similarly lost American citizenship can regain it only by 
returning to the United States as immigrants and complying with all the require- 
ments of the naturalization provisions of the Nationality Act. If section 317 (ce) 
of the Nationality Act should be so amended that other persons who have lost 
citizenship under various provisions of the act could return to the United States 
and regain citizenship expeditiously, relief of the nature provided for in H. R. 
2587 would be less objectionable, although there would still be a dissimilarity of 
treatment of Americans having equally meritorious cases in that Mrs. Pease 
would be permitted to regain citizenship while residing permanently abroad, 
whereas other persons would be required to return to the United States to be 
naturalized. The Department has heretofore recommended that subsection (c) 
of section 317 of the Nationality Act of 1940 be amended along the following 
lines: 

‘A person who shall have been a citizen of the United States and who shall have 
lost or shall lose his citizenship of the United States under the provisions of sub- 
sections (b), (ec), (d), or (e) of section 401, or of section 404 of this Act shall, for 
a period of five years from the date of such loss or, if such period shall have elapsed 
upon the date of the enactment of this amendment, for a period of three years 
thereafter, be entitled to the benefits of the provisions of section 318 of this Act. 
Such person, if abroad, may within such period enter the United States as a 
nonquota immigrant, for the purpose of recovering his citizenship, upon compli- 
ance with the provisions of the Immigration Acts of 1917 and 1924. No person 
shall benefit from the provisions of this section if the act which caused him to 
lose citizenship under subsections (b), (c), (d), or (e) of section 401 of this Act 
was performed in a foreign state while such state was engaged in hostilities against 
the United States and no person shall benefit from the provisions of this section 
more than once.” 

Sincerely yours, 
Jack K. McFatt, 
Assistant Secretary 
(For the Acting Secretary of State). 


Congressman Charles A. Eaton, the author of the bill, submitted 
to the chairman of a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the House of Representatives the following information in connec- 
tion with the case: 
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House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., February 27, 1952. 
Hon. Francis E. WALTER, 
Chairman, Subcommittee No. 1, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CuarrMan: I appreciate the invitation of your Subcommittee No. 1 
to be present at their meeting on March 3 to hear testimony on my bill, H. R. 
2857, introduced for the relief of Mrs. Jeannette Thorn Pease, a former resident 
of the Fifth District of New Jersey which I represent. 

I regret that an important conference on that date will prevent my personal 
appearance, and I have therefore asked my colleague, Jim Auchincloss, to present 
this brief statement to your committee for the record. 

Some years ago, Mrs. Pease with her parents resided in my district, at which 
time she enjoyed the confidence and respect of her many friends and neighbors. 
When Mrs. Pease’s case was brought to my attention, I was therefore very glad 
to be helpful by the introduction of this bill in her behalf. 

Your committee, of course, has the complete facts before you as to how she 
lost her American citizenship in the first instance; regained it, and through a lack 
of knowledge on her part lost it again by voting in a British election. There is 
no need, therefore, for me to elaborate. 

The point which I specifically call to the committee’s attention, which the 
record clearly shows, is that Mrs. Pease after her marriage regained her American 
citizenship through her own efforts as promptly as circumstances permitted. 
This fact impressed me that Mrs. Pease sincerely desires American citizenship. 
I trust, Mr. Chairman, that you and the honorable members of your committee 
will therefore find it possible to make a favorable report on this bill. 

Sincerely yours, 
CuHaRLEs A. Eaton. 


Congressman James C. Auchincloss also appeared before a subcom- 
mittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representa- 
tives in support of the bill and was accompanied by the beneficiary 
of the bill who made the following statement: 


Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, I am most grateful for this 
opportunity to appear before you and present my plea for the restoration of my 
United States citizenship, which I value so highly, and with your permission I 
will briefly outline the circumstances which caused the predicament in which I 
find myself. 

I was born an American citizen at Morristown, N. J., the daughter of Gustav 
E. and Caroline Thorn Kissel, who themselves were also native-born American 
citizens. I resided with my parents until my marriage on January 17, 1917, 
to my present husband, Sir Richard A. Pease, a British subject, and under the 
laws then in effect I automatically became a British subject. However, I did not 
altogether tear out the roots of my American birthright and paid frequent visits 
to the United States to visit with members of my family; and, in order to correct 
a condition which I felt was increasingly unsatisfactory, I reacquired my American 
citizenship by naturalization proceedings in the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of New York on November 14, 1946. <A year or so later I 
learned that under the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act of 1914 I did 
not lose my British citizenship because of the naturalization proceedings in New 
York, and in order to terminate this dual-citizenship status I decided to renounce 
my British citizenship in May 1950. This was permissible under British law so 
long as [ actually had citizenship in another country, and in order to do so it was 
necessary for me to secure a certificate from the American authorities attesting 
that I was an American citizen. 

On May 17, 1950, I presented myself at the American Embassy in London for 
this purpose, and a certificate was duly made out and was about to be delivered 
to me when the American vice consul, as he is required to do under American law, 
asked whether I had voted in the last British general election which had taken 
place in February 1950. Inasmuch as I had voted in support of Mr. Churchill’s 
party, I was advised that, under the United States Nationality Act of 1940, I had 
lost my American citizenship which had been restored to me by the naturaliza- 
tion proceedings in 1946. The vice-consul also took up my American passport. 
It was entirely proper under British law for me to vote in the British general elec- 
tion because of what might be called my dual citizenship statu;, but, if I had been 
aware of the fact that I would have jeopardized my American citizenship by so 
voting, I certainly would never have done so. 
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I now want to regain that citizenship which I treasure most highly, and I plead 
with you for help. May I respectfully point out that, by my visits to the United 
States after my marriage, my action in becoming a naturalized citizen in 1946, and 
my desire which is of record to renounce any British citizenship, which I might 
have held under British law, is compelling evidence of my desire over a long 
period of time to remain an American citizen and to enjoy the rights and privileges 
of the country in which my parents and all their children were born. 

I arrived in this country on January 20, 1952, and have been visiting my 
brother, Mr. Thorn Kissel in New York, and various friends of some years’ 
standing in different parts of the country, and I propose to stay here for an 
unspecified period. If my citizenship is restored by the legislation which is 
before you, I plan to renounce my British citizenship and return to the United 
States from time to time, and it is my desire to exercise my right of suffrage. Of 
course, I am ready to answer any questions which you may wish to ask, and I 
beseech your favorable action on my plea. 


Senator H. Alexander Smith has introduced in the Senate 5. 2807, 
which is a bill for the relief of the same individual. In view of the 
fact that the committee is reporting on H. R. 2587 favorably, the bill, 
S. 2807, will be indefinitely postponed. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2587) should be enacted. 
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